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GOSPEL
BROADCASTING:
IS IT

ENDING?

A SPECIAL MESSAGE
PREPARED FOR FRIENDS
OF THE
"BIBLE INSTITUTE HOUR"
IN THESE
URGENT TIMES

GOSPEL BROADC::ASTING:
ls It Ending?
The next time you turn on your radio to hear
your favorite gospel broadcast, listen to it closely
because it may well be the last time it will be on
the air.

creative works of our wonderful Lord, yet they
also reveal the fact that God's Word is heard
now around the world, for "there is rto speeeh
nor language where their voice is not heard."
In every part of this sin-ridden globe, the
message of faith and truth has gone forth.
Fine gospel missionary stations here in the
United States and around the world are coming into existence with greater frequency.
Missionary · organizations and, in some cases;
Christian businessmen, have realized that one
of the most effective ways, and yet one of most
inexpensive means of reaching the masses is
by radio. ·

Today a grave situation is facing evangelical
gospel broadcasters. The situation is not to be
taken lightly, nor should it be considered
merely the problem of the preacher or the
politician. To illustrate: The Bible Institute
of Los Angeles has had a local program heard
in the $outhern California area for more than
twenty years. Much of this time we have
broadcast over one particular station. About a
month ago, however, we were informed by
the station that they no longer desired to carry
religious programs. Hence, this daily Bible
study ministry, reaching thousands of needy
hearts in this important center of the West,
was removed from the air. But similar action
has also . been taken against other evangelical
broadcasters heard on stations from coast-tocoast.
Recently Dr. Percy Crawford, a BIOLA graduate well-known for his radio and television
ministry across America, reported that a similar
situation happened to him in Philadelphia.
He had been broadcasting over a station for
more than twenty years. They informed him
that as of Christmas Day 1956, he was to be
removed from the air. As an alternative, he
endeavored to find some other station in the
Philadelphia or New York area. In each case,
however, he was told the stations were not
interested in selling time to religious broadcasters.
The purpose of this special publication is
a sincere endeavor to reveal to every rightthinking, God-honoring, praye~-belie".ing
believer the importance of taking unmediate
action to stem this Satanic tide of influence
over the airways. Scripture tells us that while
the children of God slept, the enemy came in,
and took over.
Radio has always been a direct tool of the
Lord. Gospel broadcasters often refer to the
nineteenth chapter of Psalms wherein we read:
"The heavens declare the glory of God and the
firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto
day uttereth speech and night unto night
showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor
language where their voice is not heard. Their
line is gone out through all the earth and
their words to the end of the world." While
these verses certainly speak of the marvelous

A woman in the state of Washington wrote
to us that she had be~n released from a mental
institution, and yet somehow her dreadful
depression did not seem to leave her. One
day she decided to end it all. She turned on
her radio to make a loud noise to cover up
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The Bible teaches us, however, that Satan
is "the prince of the power of the air" (Ephesians Z:Z,). We know that the devil has access
to the presence of God; we know that he is
" the accuser of the brethren." Yet, while he
does have the ability to be in the third heaven,
the Bible also teaches us, in the afore-mentioned passage, that he is "the prince of the
power of the air." That means this atmosphere
above us, or the very area into which radio
waves are hurled from place to place. Yes,
radio uses the prime dominion of Satan.
Today programs like the Bible Institute Hour
are reaching many hungry hearts and lives.
Three main illustrations come to mind. Recently a young man gave his heart to the
Lord Jesus Christ on a university campus, after
having heard our programs for several weeks.
In this area the programs come on the air
near the noon hour. He started listening to the
12 o'clock news and so that he wouldn't miss
a single news item, he tuned in earlier than
twelve. He began hearing a little of the message and each day he tuned in earlier and
earlier. Finally he was listening to the entire
broadcast. And, after learning of the One
who cared for his soul, he received Christ into
his heart and put his faith in him as his
personal Saviour. He wrote to tell us that
he had almost embraced the God-hating idealogies of communism as they were taught insidiously on the campus. He remarked that we
do not realize fully the extent of communist
pressure upon the minds of our youth. Praise
God that his soul could be reached for Christ!

any sounds which might be forthcoming as a
resul t of her terrible act. But, in turning up
the r adio loudly, she heard the songs of the
BIOLA young people as they sang the old
m essage: "Brighten the Corner Where You
Are." This woman accepted Jesu s as h er Saviour. She has since reported that when she
went back to the examining physicians, they
declared she had made such marked improvement that with several more visits they believed
she would be cured completely.
· Another man was on his way to a rendezvous
with a w oman, n ot his wife. His mate knew
n othing whatsoever about his intentions. On
his way he thought he would pass the time
along the highway by listening to the radio.
As he did, he heard the story of God's redeeming love. The Holy Spirit moved upon his
heart, and before many more miles he turned
his car around, stopped it momentarily, asking
God to forgive him and to cleanse his heart.
That man went on to become a new creature
in Christ Jesus. These are only a few of the
spiritual victories which are being reported
to the Bible Institute Hour, day by day from
listeners:
'
T oday there is a tremendous, almost unbelievable, resurgence of radio. Several years
ago men declared that radio was dead and
that because of television would soon become
extinct. For a while it seemed as if those
prognostications might be correct; But what
are the facts? Six years ago there were approximately eighteen hundred radio stations in the
United States. Today there are more than three
thousand! From five to ten applications for
new broadcasting stations in the United States
are filed with the Federal Communications
Commission every single week. It is also interesting to note that existing stations are frequently trading hands. People are realizing
tremendous profits not only from the sale of
stations, but from the sale of time on these
existing stations. Hence, in some territories
which are very, very small, some stations are
selling for between forty to sixty thousand
dollars. In large metropolitan areas some stat~ons have had price tags on them with willing
buyers for well over half a million dollars.
Recently a station in Southern California sold
f()r over two millions. In Chicago, Illinois, one
sold for over five million dollars .

Room Only" sign were it not for the fact that
it might cut off future business. Some sponsors,
so anxious to get their message on the air, are
willing to do almost anything. Heretofore, a
sponsor would not put an announcement on
the air within an hour of a competing sponsor
of a similar commodity. But now he is willing
to be heard with a five-minute separation, in
order to get his message to the public. The
cigarette and beer companies have no difficulty
in furnishing money to buy these costly spot
announcements. The other Sunday morning, as
we were getting· ready to go to Sunday School
and church, we had our radio on, listening
to some good gospel music. All of a sudden,
one of those loud brassy, cigarette commercials
bl&red out. Our little girl, just seven years old,
asked me, "Daddy, why is it that those people
have to ·do that . on Sunday too?" I said,
"Darling, they have things to sell, and they
are vying for the minds of our neighbors.
That's why it's important for us to tell everybody :the truth about the gospel."
·
Today a number of stations are following
what is known ·as the "Disc-Jockey Formula,'·'
or ;format. This consists of an announcer, or
disc jockey, using an inconsequential line 'Of
patter or •"glib," followed by a commercial, followed by a record, followed by another commercial. As a matter of fact; some station5 ·in
southern California which have been monito~ed, r~cently, are shown ·to be carrying , as
many as three or four spot announc~ments
between .each record! According to the laws
of ,the Federal Communications Commission,
which governmental organization licenses
stations, no station is to operate except in the
public interest, convenience and necessity. How
can the preceding type of programming
meet such regulations? While the "disc jockey"
t.h reat is an imposing one, many gospel broadcasters feel that soon it will have had . its
day. The "rock and roll" craze too will soon
pass away. · Radio, to stay alive, will have .to
do much more than play records and giv.e
spot announcements.

The so-called "spot announcement" business
is booming, too. In one area radio stations
declared that they would hang out a " Standing

. The real threat to gospel broadcasting is much
more serious. In 1956, the Broadcasting and
Film Commission of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in · America declared that
radio . stations · and radio networks should ·no
longer seU religious time. Rather, they declared
all ·such time was to be given away in a proportion.ate amount to the representative bodies ; of
Protestants, Catholics; and Jews. Since the
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N.C.C. represents the largest religious group
of :Protestants in America, they further declared
that they should be the ones to receive any and
all priority. Oddly enough the reason for the
N.C.C.'s action was to ~ombat what Time
Magazine recently called, the "religious hucksters" on the air. It is strange, however, that
these who are so outspoken about racial dis~
crimination and discrimination in any other
sense here in the United States should now
th~ms~l:ves be discriminating against religious
mmont1es. There are churches with more than
23 million members who do not belong to the
N.C.C.
What will be the results of this terrible
purge? It will mean, first of all, that programs
of long-standing quality will be taken off the
air.. Programs. which stress the virgin birth of
Christ, the deity of Christ, the vicarious atonement of Christ, the physical resurrection of
Christ, the second-coming of Christ, will
longer be heard on the air. As a matter of fact,
those who warit to tune in the radio and hear
"the old, old story of Jesus and His love"
will not lo~ger have this opportunity. Fortunately, we can report at this writing that actions
recommended by the N.C.C. have been successful only on the local level. All but one of the
~ational n~tworks in our country will sell
tune to religious groups.
·

no

One wonders whether what is happening
here in the United States will not follow the
pattern for radio broadcasting already 1n force
in radio broadcasting in such countries as
~ana~a and Australia, where time for evangei1cals is not allowed, but rather given to those
who represent liberalistic views. The heart's
cry of some of our friends in Australia is for
the spoken Word. Listeners have written to
say that while they · cannot get on the air
they desired tape recordings of broadcasts s~
that they could play these to large assemblies.
They feel that by using this "live" network
basis, they can reach those whom they should
be reaching via radio.
·
There is an interesting verse in the ninth
chapter of the book of Luke. Here we read that
the disciples were sent forth, given the power
to heal the sick, and to cast out devils. Later
in the same chapter, however, we find that
a man, whose son was possessed with a devil
came to the Lord Jesus declaring that Christ'~
disciples were not able to cast out the demon.
Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you
6

and suffer you?" These words were directed
to the disciples, we believe. Then he turned
to the man and said, "Bring thy son hither."
What kindness and compassion is to be revealed
in that statement! The Bible tells us that as
"he was still coming," the devil left. One
would think that the disciples could have felt
strongly rebuked, but in the next event which
follows chronologically, the disciples began to
dispute among themselves. They began to
wonder who should be greatest. Jesus, realizing
the sinfulness of their hearts, declared that
unless they came as little children they could
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Still
the spirit of jealousy and envy did not leave
them. And John, of all people - the beloved
disciple - John, the one to whom we would
least expect this to happen, came to the Lord
and said, "Master, we saw one casting out
devils in Thy name; and we forbad him,
because he followeth not with us." Jesus, again
perceiving the jealousy of the human heart,
turned to the disciple whom he loved and said,
" Forbid him not: for he that is not against
u s is for us."
Just because a person is in a different denomination, let us not condemn him. There is a
great deal of jealousy in the world today.
Recently we were in a meeting here at the
Bible Institute, talking about a large church
in Southern California that had become quite
outspokenly jealous of a new little community
church which had moved into its territory.
The leaders of the longer-established church
declared that they had priority in the area;
that they didn't want this competition. We
remarked in our meeting that it was very
strange that Christians should show a spirit of
competition. Then someone suggested, "How
would we feel if someone came, and a couple of
blocks away started another Bible Institute?"
Immediately another said, "Well, that's a little
different." But of course it's not different, for
our main interest is not in what the other person
is doing, but rather in what we ourselves are
doing. "He that is not against us," Jesus said,
"is for us." And the Apostle Paul said, "Whether in pretence, or in truth Christ is preached;
and I therein do rejoice, yea and will rejoice"
(Phil. 1:16).
Recently a lady wrote the Bible Institute
Hour that a sister of hers was a Baptist. The
sister said that only Baptists are going to be
the bride of Christ. All other denominations
are just going to be there as guests, she conclud7

ed. Speaking personally, I wrote, "I'm a Baptist,
but I don't believe there are going to be any
Baptists in heaven nor are there going to be
any Presbyterians or Methodists or Brethren.
We're all going to be there as the body of
·Christ. We're not going there as guests!" Here
in the ninth chapter of Luke, we get the idea
that the disciples would have preferred that
these people be possessed with devils than to
have someone else cast them out or to see
someone else do the job. Because of their jealousy, their minds had been blinded to the
original work to which they had been called.
It si alwa~ true that bigotry and tyranny
have been the direct tools of Satan. Here again
in this field of broadcasting we see tyranny
and bigotry on the part of those who perhaps
do not have the power to see men's souls saved.
By now, you've no doubt asked yourself, "Is
this thing real? Are we just fighting a straw
man? Are we just trying to find some 'hobbyhorse' to ride?" May I assure you that the
Bible Institute of Los Angeles would not have
gone to the expense of preparing this special
message and mailing it out to your homes if
the situation were not critical and urgent.
Let me give you some tangible references
without naming .names. In the state of Idaho,
a radio station informed us that they were no
longer willing to carry the "Bible Institute
Hour." In order to get the direct reason, we
called the station. The manager answered:
"Your message is old-fashioned! It talks about
hell. Those things were good enough twenty~
five years ago, but they're not good enough
today. You people sound like a bunch of Tennessee Baptists." Well, may I just .say that I've
never been jn Tennessee; I don't know what · a
Tennessee Baptist is; I don't know what . a
Tennessee Baptist believes. But if a Tennessee
Baptist believes in hell and believes these other
important cardinal truths necessary to salvation, then I'm a Tennessee Baptist.
I asked the station manager what he wa·s
going to do to fill the ti:nte we had occupied.
He replied, "We're ·going to put on a progra·m
that tells nian how he can elevate himself 'by
his own good · thoughts; how he can bring
himself up to the stature of God by just thinking better things." He told me the name of
.the man who was going . to be conducting the
program. , This person also writes ·a coluµm
app~aring ,in one of our national magazines.
A short time after my talk With the man:
who managed · the station in Idaho; I came
8

across this question which had been se~t in
from one of the r eaders to the afore-mentioned
minister's magazine column. It reads as follows:
"I'm worried about all of this bomb business.
It is said that the next time God punishes the
world it will be by fire. Do you th.ink t~e
hydrogen bomb will start the fire. which ~ill
wipe out humanity? l'ni not afraid of ?ymg
Provided I go to heaven, but I have s1Illled
.
I . ca n "do?"
many times. Is there an:y th mg
·
Now here's the answer which was give~: No,
l don't think the H-bomb is going to wipe out
humanity. I think all nations are sufficiently
aware of the danger so that we'll learn to
control this force." He goes on to say, "I have
the faith to believe that humanity with the
ability to destroy itself in its hands has enough
reason and character not to use it." Well I
agree with this man .on that po~t, that i;,
man will not destroy hrmself. The Bible doesn t
say that. Scriptures reveal that God Himself is
going to destroy this earth and make a new one.
But the thing that perplexes me is that the man
has honestly written in a question asking this:
"I'm not afraid of dying provided I go to
heaven. But I have sinned many times. Is
there anything I can do?" Let me . read you
the answer to this part of the question. "The
best thing for all of us to do is just to go on
living creatively." This doesn't answer - at
least for me - the heart's cry of this man. I
don't know exactly what he means by "living
creatively " unless he is thinking of some of
the inode:.0 paintings and other things which
man has produced. My Bible tells me this,
however in answer to the man's question, "Is
there an'ything l can do? I have sinned_many
times?" "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved"; "The blood of Jesus Chr:lst
cleanseth us from all sin." That's the answer.
A member of the National Council of
Churches recently reported that his desire,
which somewhat similarly parallels the desire
of this Idaho ·radio station manager, was that
we should be liberated from the shackles of
outworn dogma. May I just suggest that if this
Bible is full of outworn dogma, if that is what
we are preaching, then in . this life we ar~ of
all men most miserable. I couldn't believe the
constantly changing ideas and concepts of men,
Our only hope and secllrity is to trust in the
almightly God, ·for He is immutable. With
Him there is no variableness, there is no shadow
of turning.
In other areas of the west similar experiences
have been noted . In Southern California . a
9

radio station manager called to say that our
broadcast is not what the pastors of several
of the largest churches in the area want to hear.
In Central California the radio station manager
removed all religious programs, not just those
on during weekday mornings. The N.C.C. has
stated, "We represent all the co-operative, substantial and trustworthy elements in Protestantism. We should have priority." Does this sound
like bigotry and tyranny? Three words are
causing us to think that humanly speaking the
light is beginning to fade. The words "No
time - soi d." The evangelical broadcaster in
all parts of the country is beginning to realize
that the pressure from this one group has
wielded a mighty force.
A church in Illinois, Baptist by denomfuation, 10Z years old as far as community standing is concerned, and a leading gospel voice
on the air, was taken off, branded "Non-cooperative." It was eliminated without further
notice. Many of these stations will accept what
they call Sunday religion simply because to
most radio stations Sunday is a lost day, that
is, they cannot sell time to regular commercial
organizations for that day, so they are willing
to make up their revenue by selling it to religious broadcasters. But even Sunday programs
are in jeopardy if the current trend continues.
It is not exaggeration in any sense of . the
word to say that since April 1956, hundreds of
gospel programs have been removed from the
air. What's the answer? I'd like to repeat what
I said at the beginning of this message, that
this is not a matter for preachers and politicians
to settle. It's a subject of prayer for you, the
straight-thinking, Bible-bdieving, Christhonoring, God-loving Christian.
Isn't it strange that we make all sorts of plans
and preparations, and if they fail our last resource is prayer? God can somehow snatch the
burning embers from the fire and make from
them what we had originally intended they
should be. Prayer is not the last resource: it's
the first! In Matthew Z1:ZZ we read, "In all
things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer believing, ye shall receive." That's the promise. If
we believe that Christ died for our sins, because ·
it is in the Book; if we believe, we accept
Him as Saviour because it is in the Book; then
why do we not believe and fully claim a
promise such as this because it too ·s in the
Book?
Then there is something beyond prayer
which you can do, and that is to contact the

management of your local station. But please
may I ask that you do not stop reading here
because if you should contact the local station
and upbraid the manager for the possibility of
taking off gospel programs, it would only
hasten the time of such action! Write a letter;
make a personal phone call; visit the manager
of your local station, and tell him how you
have appreciated gospel programs heard in
the past. Tell him how these ministers have
blessed your heart daily, and tell him about
your friends who listen as well. Tell him that
it is your sincere desire that these programs
continue without any interruption for the years
to come. Your local station manager is not a
tyrant. We firmly believe that in most cases he
is sincerely and honestly endeavoring to run
a program schedule which would not only bring
profit to the owner, but would bring a pleasing
schedule of listening for the local audience.
Your local station manager, however, is guided
by what he sees, hears, and reads. Therefore,
if the only people who come to him are of the
group that seeks removal of the gospel from
the air, they no doubt will be successful in
taking it off. If, however, in your approach you
come kindly, sincerely and honestly, it will do
more than you can possibly know toward the
maintaining of your favorite broadcasts. We
are earnestly praying that God will lead us as
we look to the future of gospel boradcasting.
We know that perhaps in some areas we have
slept too long and the enemy has come in
already. We know, too, that Satan is mighty,
that he is waging a warfare that may well
he his very last. He is the prince of the power
of this air, and will not give up without an
impending struggle His time is short and so
is ours. But Christian friends remember,
"Greater is He that is in you, than he that is
in the world." "With God nothing is impossible." How wonderful to accept from the hand
of our wonderful Saviour - "if God be for
us, who can be against us?"
Our gracious, loving heavenly Father, we
thank Thee for the many years which this
Thy Word has had free intercourse over the
airways. We praise Thee for the decisions that
have been made, the lives transformed, souls
regenerated through the blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Now, by Thy grace, we pray Thee
that Thou wilt give us wisdom. We are not
seeking to open doors which Thou wouldst
have shut, but our Father, either are we not
remaining dormant or idle while the enemy
works. And Thou hast told us to occupy until
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Thou · dost come. vVe see signs all about . us
which fully indicate that Thy return is surely
drawing nigh. Father, may we "occupy" by
redeeming or buying up the time so that those
who are lost without the Saviour might come
to Him. As this message has been given and
as we reflect on the words of it, may they linger
with us, as we ask ourselves the sobering
question, "Is the light beginning to fade? " Oh,
our God, we know that Thy light shall n ever
fade, for this is the Light which came into
.the world to light the lives of men. May we
then lift high the standard of the cross, so that
those in darkness may see the great Light, our
Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray .
Amen.

YOU CAN HELP!
1. Pray daily for broadcasts of
the "Bible Institute Hour"

2. Invest each month in the radio ministry. $1.00 reaches
6,000 people!
3. Tell your friends to tune in to
the week day testimonies.
The broadcasts of. "The Bible Institute
Hour" a.re carried on by the faithfulness
of the Lord's people, giving the Lord's
money for the Lord's work. Please remember:

.. Little b much • • •
• • • when God is in it!"

THE BIBLE INSTITUTE HOUR
558 South Hope Street
Los Angeles 17, California
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